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Dear Families and Friends of St. Catherine’s,

As we continue our journey through 2021, 
we are aware of our need to have faith and 
trust in our God who is walking with us! 
During the time of the pandemic, we are 
doing well and keeping our cadets active 
and challenged in their academics and 
military tradition. Our belief in our God is 
our foundation and the Dominican Charism 
gives us the tools to be the best we can for 
our boys. It drives all of our community to make a solid, 
compassionate, and loving contribution to our world.

We have worked tirelessly to build a “wall of support” 
against COVID-19. SCA’s reopening procedures continue to 
improve daily. We have implemented mandatory masks, 
six feet physical distancing, and daily temperature checks 
for our students and staff. Our classrooms have received 
newly installed windows to increase ventilation. We 
have physical distancing of desks, UV sanitation lamps in 
each classroom, and constant sanitization is done daily 
by our custodial staff. Portable handwashing stations 
have also been installed throughout campus to promote 
sanitation after outdoor play and before eating snacks 
or lunch. In addition, we have organized smaller cohorts 
and new schedules for lunch and outdoor activities 
for our students to decrease large gatherings. We also 
provide deep sterilization fogging of all areas on campus 
including dormitories, classrooms, dining areas, and 
offices. The safety and health of our students and staff has 
been our greatest priority. Our re-entry plan can be found 
on our website.

We are so proud of our wonderful boys and 
staff. A special “shout out” to our teachers 
who have orchestrated virtual learning 
for our boys who need to stay home. Our 
military tradition department led by 
Captain Angel Ramos and Staff Sergeant 
Tyr May has also worked miracles with 
keeping the program alive. We love to see 
you, our extended family, when you visit 
and have missed that during this time 
of the pandemic. It is all about learning 

and growing and reaching out to others! It is all about 
basing ourselves in the heart of our God and the Spirit of 
goodness and joy and caring presence. 

Special blessings to each of you and your families during 
this time. Let us pray that we can hold all who are in need 
with a compassionate and loving heart. Our world needs 
peace, and we pray that our young men will contribute 
peace to all with whom they are in contact.

Currently, we are trying to build an endowment to 
assist our boys for years to come. COVID-19 has not been 
kind to any of us and we have experienced a drop in our 
enrollment for this school year. As we look back on our 
history, we can see how we have experienced ups and 
downs from the Spanish Virus of the early 1900s as well 
as two World Wars. Because of our alumni and friends, 
we have pulled through. I believe that we will be given 
all we need from all of you to keep our school strong and 
true to its calling. If you are interested in contributing 
toward our annual fund and helping us out, please see 
the attached envelope. There is no gift that is too small. 
Every donation adds life and support to St. Catherine’s 
Academy, and we are deeply thankful.

We at St. Catherine’s hold all of you in continuous prayers 
for your goodness, support, and the love you have for our 
wonderful school. May our God wrap your 2021 year with 
all that is holy, happy, and healthy!

With a loving and grateful heart — 
Your

 
 
Sister Johnellen Turner, OP 
Administrator/Principal 
St. Catherine’s Academy
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Without a doubt, St. Catherine’s Academy Class of 2020 
graduated during pivotal moments in history. Students 
demonstrated remarkable dedication, resilience, and hard 
work during the last few months having to continue school 
via virtual learning. 

Despite the challenges, SCA students did not shy away 
from adversity; rather, they embraced it and persevered. 
On Saturday, June 6, St. Catherine’s Academy honored its 
eighth grade graduating class with a drive thru graduation 
ceremony that will never be forgotten. 

Class of 2020, as you pursue your next adventure, we 
encourage you to trust the Lord and what you have learned 
at SCA through the influence of the Dominican Charism 
and rich military tradition. We remind you that your 
St. Catherine’s Academy community will always be here for 
you—as a resource, as a support system, and as your family. 

It is with great joy that we acknowledge the Class of 2020 and wish them much success in their futures.

Adam Scott

Adrian Cuevas

Aidan Smith

Alec Anderson

Alejandro Luna

Andrés Romo

Andrew Orozco

Antonio Guerra

Arkiliz Zavala

Austin Sier

Cayden Allen

Chris Yang

Christian Blan

Colin Teoh

David Ozkaya

Diego Orozco

Elijah Poe

Emmanuel Gomez

Enrique Gilardi

Eric Teng

Hanxi Ma

Ian Havill

Inaki Leon

Jack Zhang

James Vigil

Jason Yim

Jesus Ivan Beltran

Jorge Elias

Joseph Ma

Juan Echeverri

Justin Cheung

Keali’iwai Gonzalez

Keith Yuan

Kevin Xu

Kun Guan

Kyle Godwin

Leonardo Valencia

Marte Gómez

Mateo Stone

Oscar Gonzalez

Pablo González

Pedro Orozco

Pedro Pérez

Peyton Beck

Raùl Nuño

Roberto Romo

Shengheng He

Thomas Luu

Tom Liu

William Zhao

Congratulations Class of 2020



It is hard to believe that nearly one year ago, St. Catherine’s Academy, 
along with many other schools was forced to close its doors and 
resume the rest of the year via Distance Learning. It was a learning 
curve for everyone; however, students ended the year strong and 
overcame challenges that arose due to the pandemic. 

Fortunately, this past Fall, St. Catherine’s Academy received a waiver 
from the state granting permission to open its doors. St. Catherine’s 
Academy has worked diligently to provide the most precautionary 
measures to ensure the health and safety of its school community. 

Students and staff continue to keep their masks on, always maintain 
social distancing, receive daily temperature checks, and wash 
their hands multiple times a day. Fog disinfecting and sanitation 
of classrooms, play equipment, restrooms, door handles, and 
stair railings have also become the norm. St. Catherine’s Academy 
placed six double-sided portable handwashing stations throughout 
campus and installed new windows and UV sterilization lamps in 
all classrooms. In addition, SCA placed a digital temperature kiosk, 
plexi glass shields and touchless hand sanitizers in designated areas 
throughout campus. 

SCA spent a great deal of time planning and preparing its campus 
for reopening for months and with the intention of providing a safe 
learning environment for everyone. 

St. Catherine’s Academy Reopens for In-Person Instruction 54



St. Catherine’s Academy was honored to be voted 
Best Military Tradition in Parenting OC Magazine’s 
18th Annual Readers’ and Editors’ Choice Awards. 
The campaign was part of an ongoing voting 
process involving readers, staff, and the community 
of Orange County. 

The community of St. Catherine’s Academy was 
grateful for the acknowledgement of its 
longstanding military tradition that has helped 
shape the lives of so many young men. SCA’s 
military program provides leadership 
opportunities and offers structure and discipline. 

The program is led by Military Directors, Captain 
Ramos, and Staff Sergeant May. Between the two, 
Captain Ramos and SSgt May have provided over 
25 years of combined service to the academy. 
Developing life skills, learning to work as a team, 
setting goals, overcoming obstacles, and facing 
challenges are just some of the skills attained from 
being in the program. “Through this program, I 
have seen students change for the better. When 
they leave SCA, they are more responsible and self-
confident young men,” said SSgt May. “Through 
hands-on experience in a peer leadership program, 

they learn to be leaders with honor and integrity,” 
said Captain Ramos. 

St. Catherine’s Academy’s Military Tradition 
Program has evolved throughout the years. This 
year more than ever, students have assumed even 
greater responsibilities and have accepted their 
leadership positions with such great commitment 
and enthusiasm. SCA’s Military Directors explain 
that cadets are more empowered this year, and they 
are always amazed at how much SCA’s cadets push 
their limits and grow. 

The directors also shared that they are living the 
Dominican Charism each day through the military 
program. Cadets are urged to make good decisions 
and live the Pillars of Community, Study, Ministry, 
and Prayer each day. “I am so proud of our military 
tradition here at SCA. I am especially grateful 
to our Military Directors for their fine work and 
commitment in building leaders of faith and for 
teaching our students structure and discipline,” 
said Sister Johnellen Turner, O.P. “I truly feel that 
spirituality and military tradition are the perfect 
blend to help boys become the best versions of 
themselves.”

St. Catherine’s Academy Named Best Military Tradition School





Annual Report 2019 / 2020
The 2019/2020 fiscal year started with energetic 
cadets in classrooms and dorms, excited faculty 
reviewing daily lesson plans, and the entire 
SCA family ready to start a new year sharing the 
mission of the Dominican Charism. Fast forward to 
the spring and the impact from a global pandemic, 
and changes took place quickly. Although the Day 
and Boarding students left campus for remote 
learning, and faculty immediately transitioned 
to virtual teaching methods, our mission to form 
young men remained alive and well — as it always 
has over the last 132 years! 

We take this opportunity to acknowledge the gifts from incredibly 
generous donors, dedicated families and friends, and faithful 
alumni. Your loyal support assisted SCA in completing the year with 
a balanced budget. It was quite a miracle as the COVID-19 restrictions 
prevented gatherings for our Annual Military Ball and Golf Tournament 
fundraisers or the ability to offer the Summer School and Leadership 
Camp programs. In addition, SCA provided necessary preventative 
measures over the summer to ensure campus safety for students and 
staff returning in the 2020/2021 school year. 

A few highlights of educational investments and projects made possible by 
your charitable giving:
• Outdoor Full-Color Digital Sign 
• 2018 Ford Transit Van
• Couches and Chairs for 2 Residential Dorms
• Resurfacing and New Pad for Primary Playground
• Replacement of 27 Stationary Classroom Windows with Casement Windows 
• 12 UV-C Lamps and Fogging Machine for Campus Disinfecting
• One 40 × 20-foot Outdoor Tent for Student Gatherings, Worship, and Study
• 6 Double Hands-Free Mobile Washing Stations
• Installation of Plexiglass at Dining Room and Reception Areas
• Individual Plexiglass Partitions for Primary Grades
• Hand-Held and Automated Kiosk Thermometers 
• SCA Logo Masks for Students and Staff
• Awards Totaling $686,971 in Tuition Assistance to 92 Students in Need

Best regards, 

 
Katherine Borrelli 
Chief Financial Officer

Revenue: $4,696,000

Net Operating Profit: $157,000
(Prior to Unrealized Gains/Losses)

Expenses: $4,539,000
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“The test of the artist does not lie in the 
will with which he goes to work, but in 
the excellence of the work he produces.”

— Thomas Aquinas 





Roll Call of Donors
$75,000+
Ganahl Family Foundation
Homme Family Trust
Larson, James
LeVecke Family Foundation
LeVecke, Timothy

$50,000 –74,999
Buckley, Timothy
Devereux, Dennis
Imburgia, Patrick & Lori
Iovanna C. Lopez Irrevocable Trust
Muzzy, Michael & Janae
T.E.L. Foundation

$10,000 –24,999
Argyros Sponsorship
DSMSJ Sponsorship
Erickson, Jim & Arlene
Fite, Cedric & Kathy
O’Connell, William & Jean
Roman Catholic Bishop of Orange
Sperry Scholarship — Nobbs Foundation
Virginia Garcia Herrera Foundation

$5,000 –9,999
Century Business Services Inc.
Couig, Stephen
Delfino, Frank
Lyon, Paul
Ma, Hongxiang
Masciel Real Estate Co.
Mission Flavors & Fragrances
Sweeney, Dorothy
The James & Leslie Belardi Family Trust
Zhou, Chuanjie

$1,000 – 4,999
Allen, Dara
Altrusa Sponsorship
Bahorich, Todd
Barney, Lori
Bryan, Curtis & Brenda
Burd, Tim
Devlin, Timothy
Echeverri Arroyo, Juan
Fernandez, Avelino

Foley, Vincent
FSC Uniforms
Gao, Hai Xin
Glynn, Rev. Seamus A.
Gonzalez, Oscar & Silvia
Grass, Jim & Patty
Johnston, Stephen
Kozloski, JoAnn
Larson, John
Ma, Andrew
Masciel Development

McCarthy, Michael
Meagher, Elaine
Nelsen, Shawn & Erin
Paul Kott Realtors
Paul Lyon Sponsorship
Paul, Don
Placentia Women’s Club Sponsorship
Porras,Franklin & Irma
Prescott, Earl
Price, Anthony
Robinson Bours, Octavio
Sainz, Fernando
Teng, Shendee & Faye
The Hilgenfeld Foundation 
The Network Pro
Trumark Services, Inc.
Wiederholt, Mark Lee
Zarate, Monica
Zhang, Lei
Zhu, Rober & Jenny Wang

$500 –999
Aschenbrener, Mary
4ImPrint
Berg, Vicky
Deller, Madilene
Father Michael Pontarelli
Herrera, Carlos
Hustle With Heart Nation
Lu, Steven
McQuaide, Paul
Moshirbahram, Farid & Julie
Prescott, William
Saetta, Theresa
Servite Friars
Sienkowski, Jacqueline
Smart, Phillip
Tafolla, Henry 
The Benevity Community Impact Fund

$250 – 499
Beltran,Crescencio
Bernales, Irma
Botello, Keri
Donaghy, Robert
Halsey, Bridget
Leelin, Mendrick & Ella
Lin, Daniel & Kari
Liu, Yi & Zhi
Luu, Ky Tom
Marcia, Roderick & Jeri
McCullough-Allen, Phenicia
Minarro Villalobos, Alejandro
Orozco, Juan

Ortiz, Armida
Privette, Howard
Ronan, Bridget
St. Thomas More Catholic Newman Center
Studley Family
Talactac, Frederick
Uisprapassorn, Vicky

$100 –249
Amaro, Michelle
Bevli, Sangeeta
Bizzell Barry
Blanco, Janet
Bruegman, Susan
Corral, Amanda
Cueva, Jacklyn
Curti, Jannette
De La Luz Family
DeLeon, Christine
DeSouza, Alexander & Annie
Diaz, O.P, Sister Laurence Marie
Faith, Karey
Fitzmaurice, Theresa
Friesen, Captain Craig
Gao, Karen
Gao, Yunjie
Garcia, Juan
Gonzalez, Luz
Jacobson, Christopher
Kincaid, LaRoyce
Kretschmar, Gertrude
Lares, Ksrystal



Lockhart, James
Logan, Thomas A.
Martin, Angie
McCarthy, Margaret
McGee, James & Stacy
Monteverde Sr. Col. Miguel E. & Susan
Murphy, Jack & Petrina
Murphy, Jermayne
Perry, Lora
Price, Anthony & Linda Wang
Qin, Mingmin
Recinos, Giovanni & Elizabeth
Rivera, Marie
Ronan, Helen
Ronan, Kathy
Rosario, Manuel
Sandoval, Laura
Siner, Kathleen
Sykes, Daphne
Tello Cristerna, Alejandro
Teoh, Robin & Lorna
The Sands Company
Tittsworth, Ryan & Michelle
Walker, James
Wittman, Wes
Zheng, Xiaoyan
Zhou, Christine
Zhou, Huanjun & Hong

$1–99
Belardi, Janice
Boeing YourCause, LLC Trustee For Boeing
Borrelli, Katherine
Box Tops Education
Ceniceros, Juanita
Chamberlin, Jacqueline
Cimmy, Kristine
Escobedo, Eva

Freeman, Col. Thomas L.
Gal, Mary
Galvan, Gina
Garcia, Maribel
Giammalva, Frank
Goggins, Barry
Gonzalez, Keali’iwai
Gordillo, Belinda
Hecht, Federico

Henderson, Christine
Hoffman, Patty
LeBay, Abigail
Lindsey, Georgia
Lofgren, Amy
Lopez, Baharch
Martinez, Maurice
Mathews, Andrea
Miranda Bours, Enrique
Mitchell, Robert
Miyake, Perry & Laurie
Monico, Silvia
Navarro, Guillermina
Nihira, Christina
Nungaray, Jose
Ozkaya, Mert & Yvette
Pellettieri , O.P, Sister Elvera
Pennell, John
Ramirez, Glenny
Ramos, Yolanda
Rivera, Manuel
Romo, Carlos
Tafolla, Rick
Varela, Monica
Villarreal, Francisco & Monica
Wells Fargo YourCause
Zhao, Rachel

Hynes, Hope
Trabert, Joseph
Fit Design

In Kind Donors
Amaro, Michelle
Bevli, Sangeeta
Blanco, Janet
Bryan, Brenda
Corral, Amada
De La Luz, Alicia
Desouza, Alexander
DeSouza, Annie
Kretschmar, Gertrude
Gonzalez–Holomalia, Kawehi
Hecht, Federico

Kincaid, LaRoyce
Lares, Krystal
LeBay, Abigail
Lim, Julie
Liu, Yi
Lofgren, Amy
Lopez, Baharch
Mathews, Andrea
Miranda Bours, Enrique
Orozco, Juan
Qin, Mingmin

Ramirez, Glenny
Romo, Carlos
Studely Family 
Sykes, Daphne
Tafolla, Henry 
Tello, Alejandro
Teng, Shendee
Uisprapassorn,Vicky
Zheng, Xiaoyan

1889 Club

Thill, Elmer
Prescott, Mary M.
Wiederholt, Howard & Helen
Kraszewski, Robert
Duncan, Gladys C.

In Memory of
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Alumni Spotlight

Mike Chu
BA: UC BERKELEY / MA: STANFORD UNIVERSITY / PhD: UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
SCA CLASS OF 1986 / EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Mike Chu was a two-year cadet at the time of his graduation in 1986. The young, 
international boy from Singapore had learned valuable lessons that would change 
his life forever. Not only was Chu challenged academically, but he also learned 
discipline, leadership, maturity, and personal strength. “I learned how to do the right 
thing. I learned life skills and good habits,” said Chu. “Prior to St. Catherine’s, I never 
had to make my bed or shine my shoes,” Chu explained. Chu recalls that during his 
time away, he not only learned deep appreciation for his family and friends, but he 
embraced the new challenges that were now part of his daily life. 

His decision was to make the most out of his time studying away from home. Chu 
excelled quickly in all areas, including St. Catherine’s military program. As Sergeant 
of the Guard and 1st Battalion Commander, Chu made fond memories, including 
receiving the American Legion Award and Commandant’s Award. Chu gives much 
credit to some of the great staff that made a huge impact on his life. To this day, Chu 
says that he is very grateful to Sister Alphonsus, Mr. Romps, and Ms. Ronan who 
were people that he will never 
forget. They helped him grow 
academically, spiritually, and 
morally. 

After St. Catherine’s, Chu 
attended Webb High School in 
Claremont, CA followed by UC 
Berkeley where he attained his 
bachelor’s degree in Economics 
and East Asian Languages. Chu 
went on to receive his master’s 
degree from Stanford University 
and finally earned his PhD 
in Political Science from the 
University of Chicago. Today, 
Chu is the Executive Director 
for Chutex Group, his family 
business in Singapore. Chu is a 
proud father of three children 
(7, 9, 13) and has been happily 
married for more than fourteen 
years. During his free time, he 
enjoys spending time with his 
family and playing golf.

Cadet Mike Chu Pei Hwa
Taipei, Taiwan
2 Year Student
Ambition: Businessman, Designer, Banking, Law
Hobbies: Music, Art, Shooting



SCA Alumni Excelling in College

Robert Harraka Jr.
SCA 2010–2014 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY — SOPHOMORE YEAR  
DEGREE: APPLIED MATHEMATICS
“Eighth grade kids don’t get to lead groups the size of a company, battalion, 
or regiment outside of St. Catherine’s Academy,” said Robert Harraka, who 
attended St. Catherine’s Academy for four years. Aside from being the 
Regimental Commander during his 8th grade year at SCA, Harraka was 
involved in everything from band, sports, and silent drill team. He also had 
a passion for math which led him to receive accelerated math courses 
that most students do not have an opportunity to take until high school. 
Because St. Catherine’s challenged him in math, he is now majoring in this 
subject at Harvard University, a well-known Ivy League school. Harraka 
explains that being a student at St. Catherine’s Academy led him to become 
a better leader. He admits he made a lot of mistakes along the way, but 
he genuinely learned so much. Some of the life lessons he learned from 
SCA were determination, understanding, strong work ethic and respect for 
women. For Harraka, his strong discipline is attributed to the combination 
of SCA’s strong Catholic foundation and unique military tradition. “I learned 
to have faith in God at all times, especially when things got tough,” said 
Harraka. During his free time, Harraka enjoys going to the gym, and is 
an avid fan of Olympic weightlifting. He is also a Chelsea fan and enjoys 
watching soccer and MMA/Muay Thai and other competitive sports. 
Harraka loves reading, hiking, and other outdoor activities.

ZongLi “Richard” Huang
SCA CLASS OF 2014 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY — SOPHOMORE YEAR 
DEGREE: BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION WITH A 
CONCENTRATION IN FINANCE
For Zongli “Richard” Huang, pursuing a career in investment banking is an 
ultimate goal after he graduates from the prestigious Boston University with 
an anticipated date of 2022. The young college student, studying Business 
Administration attended St. Catherine’s Academy from 2012–2014 as a five-
day resident. Huang admits that St. Catherine’s Academy pushed him out 
of his comfort zone from day one. “St. Catherine’s Academy forced me to 
mature. It really helped shape who I am today. I learned so many important 
life lessons while at SCA,” said Huang. “Qualities such as honor, punctuality, 
and responsibility,” said Huang. Huang admits that being away from home 
was a bit scary at first, but he quickly adapted to living in the United 
States after being raised in China all his life. He began as an ELL (English 
Language Learner) student his first year at SCA and quickly learned the 
English language. Huang’s favorite subject was history. He was involved in 
sports, music, and held a position of First Sergeant Bugler. One of his most 
memorable experiences was the first time he received his buzz cut at SCA. 
While in college, Huang has been part of an exchange program in the UK, 
Europe, and South East Asia. He enjoys cooking, traveling, and watching 
football. 

Preston Kincaid
SCA CLASS OF 2016 
LIBERTY UNIVERSITY — FRESHMAN YEAR 
DEGREE: DUAL MAJOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE WITH A 
SPECIALIZATION IN STRATEGIC INTELLIGENCE AND 
PROFESSIONAL AVIATION 
Preston Kincaid was a four-year student at St. Catherine’s Academy. 
Holding the position of IT Officer, Drum Major, and Second Battalion 
Commander, Kincaid was involved in sports, music and just about 
everything St. Catherine’s Academy had to offer. One of his most memorable 
experiences was his Washington D.C. trip with his classmates. He remembers 
laying a wreath at the tomb of The Unknown Soldier. This and many other 
memories of this trip remain vivid with him today. Preston learned many 
lessons while at SCA. Although he still has his whole future ahead, the young 
college student says he is motivated to wake up every day with a purpose, 
and he never wants to stop reaching for his goals despite any challenges 
that may arise. He credits his way of thinking to St. Catherine’s Academy. 
“St. Catherine’s Academy faith formation and military program molded me 
into a man and helped me grow to be disciplined in my life,” said Kincaid. 
“St. Catherine’s Academy is not just a school. It is a family. Every cadet is 
given many opportunities to stand out and make something of himself. If 
you are looking for discipline and a solid foundation to flourish in your future 
endeavors, then St. Catherine’s Academy is the place to be,” said Kincaid. 
After graduating from St. Catherine’s in 2016, Kincaid was accepted to 
Servite High School. Today, Kincaid is a proud student at Liberty University 
where he is studying Aviation. The aspiring pilot is working at ACI Jet at 
John Wayne Airport as Ground Support Tech. Once he graduates from 
Liberty, his goal is to attend the United States Navy as a USNA officer. 
Kincaid enjoys flying, hunting, and building computers during his free time.

Cadet Robert Harraka, Jr.
Yorba Linda, CA
4 Year Student
I would like to work in 
finance and run some 
of the world’s biggest 
corporations.

Cadet Richard Huang

Zhongshan,  
Guangdong, China

3 Year Student

I want to be a successful 
businessman.

Cadet Preston Kincaid

Anaheim Hills, CA

4 Year Student

I want to be a mechanical 
engineer and revolutionize 
the future.
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With Special Gratitude
St. Catherine’s Academy re-opened for full time, in-person instruction 
after being forced to close its campus due to COVID-19 in March of 
2020. To date, SCA continues to offer virtual learning for families who 
prefer that option. Boarding options are also offered for students who 
would like to attend five or seven days a week. 

St. Catherine’s Academy would like to thank all its donors for their 
incredible support during the 2020 academic year. We would like to 
especially highlight the following donors who have continued to give 
throughout the years and/or are committed to assist with the campus 
restorations required due to COVID-19. 

Sending much love and gratitude to our parents who have also given 
to our COVID-19 fund which has helped to keep our students, staff, 
and community safe and healthy.

Jim Belardi
Tim Buckley
Couig Family
Dennis Devereux
Peter Ganahl

Carlos & Karina Herrera
Holyk Family
Tim LeVecke
Monere Security
Muzzy Foundation

Bill O’Connell
Peng Family
Shea Foundation
Stovall Family



Alumni SpotlightTasty Fundraiser Raises $15,000 for Tuition Assistance
The Coronavirus pandemic prompted 
St. Catherine’s Academy to think outside 
the box. The usual fundraisers that helped 
fund tuition assistance were no longer 
possible due to mass gatherings being 
prohibited. However, the need to raise 
important funds remained. On November 
19, 2020, SCA held its first ever Ribs Dinner 
Fundraiser. Prepared by well-known SCA 
Chef, Ron Trujillo, St. Catherine’s Academy 
created a fundraiser that was deliciously 
received. Families, community members, 
board members and supporters picked 
up their meals via drive-thru and were 
able to enjoy their delicious meals at 
home. “Our students really love Chef Ron’s 
ribs, but I never expected that so many 
meals would be ordered. I feel so blessed 
and filled with gratitude to everyone who 
supported our fundraiser from our staff 
to our families and friends,” said Sister 
Johnellen, school Administrator/Principal. 

Chef Ron, Chef Hector and the rest of the 
kitchen staff donated their entire day to 
cook and prepare the delicious meals in 
order to make this fundraiser possible. 
More than $15,000 was raised. 

In addition, one hundred of the five 
hundred meals that were ordered were 
sponsored to help underserved families. 
In addition, the Studley family also 
donated 30 meals to the Anaheim Police 
department staff with the intention to 
give back to the community’s frontline 
workers. 

“Dealing with Covid-19 has made us take 
different roads as a school community 
and we have been forced to adapt and 
keep moving forward,” said Sister 
Johnellen. “It makes me so happy to see 
that despite the challenges, we continue 
to stay strong together and we are blessed 
with so many wonderful supporters.”
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