
Hallmarks of Schools Embracing the Charism  

of the Dominican Sisters of Mission San Jose 

 
From our Holy Father St. Dominic to our Foundress, Mother Maria Pia Backes, a pragmatic and 

creative woman, we are inspired to live the Dominican pillars of Prayer, Study, Service and 

Community 

 as we seek TRUTH and build communities of faith. 

 

Prayer 
Learning from our sister, St. Catherine of Siena, we integrate experiences of Eucharist and prayer 

into all dimensions of school life as the heart of the school reality, helping to develop a contemplative 

attitude toward everyone and everything. 

 

 We recognize the presence of God in our lives and work to develop a personal relationship with Jesus 

through the study of the Gospel and the traditions of the Order. 

 We reflect, through prayer, on the needs of others, with compassion and a commitment to justice. 

 We honor Mary, as Queen of the Holy Rosary, as well as the Saints of the Order. 

 We are committed to the Dominican motto, VERITAS, and to honor the call of St. Dominic: to praise, to 

bless, and to preach. 

 

Study 
Learning from our brother, St. Thomas Aquinas, we pursue TRUTH by providing a quality Catholic 

education respecting the dignity and value of each person, and recognizing the sacredness of 

creation. 

 

 We strive to challenge and support lifelong learners through contemporary academic programs.  

 We embrace study to gain deeper perspective into God, self, others, and the world. 

 We challenge ourselves to reach new levels of knowledge through curiosity, creativity and 

critical thinking. 

 We actively investigate and respond to the challenges facing our global communities. 

 

Service 
Learning from our brother, St. Martin de Porres, we preach the Gospel by word and example, and 

respond with compassion to the needs of the Church. 

 
 We respect the dignity of each person. 

 We generously share our gifts and talents and strive to be instruments of peace. 

 We are stewards of all God’s creation living responsibly and seeking sustainability. 

 We make decisions that are grounded in Catholic Social Teachings to advance the common 

good. 

 
  
 



Community 
Learning from all of the Dominican Saints, we build community which proclaims the Gospel message 

of Jesus to serve others and promote a more just society. 

 
 We work to develop the whole person.  

 We strive to communicate effectively and collaborate in a spirit of interdependence. 

 We work courageously to make a positive impact on our broader communities. 

 We, as Mission San Jose Dominican Communities, embrace our commitment to the young, the 

poor, and the vulnerable. 

 

 

 

 


