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Catholic Schools Weeks 
St. Catherineôs celebrated Catholic Schools Week with a variety of events.  

Read about more cadet activities on page 5. 
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Greetings from our Administrator/Principal  
Sister Johnellen Turner, OP  

Esprit de Corps Spring 2010 

emphasizing leadership and self -discipline 
through its military program. There has been 
much thought in the last several years, from 
those that do not know St. Catherineõs, that we 
are a reformatory school for boys with serious 
problems ð as that is the image of military 
schools within our society.  As you know, this is 
not true of St. Catherineõs. Falling under this 
image does not give proper credit to the honor 
and integrity  that our military tradition brings.  
We continue to believe in the military program 
and will change nothing of what continues to be 
such a strong support for our cadets.  We have 
chosen to place the word military in a different 
part of the name because we believe it is a 
better representation of our school.  
 
We understand that change often connotes 
concerns and a feeling of loss, but we want to 
assure the broader family of St. Catherineõs that 
there is no loss involved here, simply a re -

wording of the name. We are and will continue 
to be the òhomeó and wonderful school we have 
always been with the military tradition that 
helps young men make a difference in our 
world.  
 
With a loving and grateful heart - 
 
 
Sister Johnellen Turner, OP  
Administrator/Principal  
St. Catherineõs Military Academy 

Dear Friends of St. Catherineõs, 
 
òSo they left the tomb quickly withégreat joy, 
and ran to tell his disciples.ó (Mt. 28:8) 

  
Easter is a beautiful time of resurrection and 

new life. It is my hope for you this Easter 
season that you will trust the resurrection of 
your spirit, believe that joy and new life will 
come for you. What more can we ask, especially 
knowing that our God greets us with a hopeful 
and loving presence each day?  
 
There is so much growth and renewed life 
present at St. Catherineõs. Daily we see our 
cadets becoming stronger in the persons God 
has created them to become. What more can we 
ask, especially knowing that they will make a 
contribution to our world in a significant way as 
our alumni have done?  
 

I want to share with you an important  
addition ð new life ð that has taken place at  

St. Catherineõs. 
 
During a study of St. Catherineõs by our 
Dominican Congregation in 2006 -2007, the 
Sisters identified the need to remove the word 
military from the name of St. Catherineõs 
Military Academy. In response, St. Catherineõs 
formed a Strategic Planning Committee (SPC). 
After meetings involving the members of the 
SPC and staff members at the school, the SPC 
unanimously agreed to change the school name 
to St. Catherineõs Academy ð A Catholic School 
with a Military Tradition.   This name change will 
take effect on September 1, 2010.  
 
Why the change?  
After months of discussion, those involved 
agreed that St. Catherineõs is not a military 
school as people define one. Rather St. 
Catherineõs is a Catholic school for boys, 
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Cadets Share Grand Waltz With Their Mothers 

G 
raduating cadets and their mothers 

participated in the Grand March & Waltz at 

the 2010 Military Ball held at the Nixon 
Library in January.   

 

The class of 2010 practiced many hours under the 

guidance of Captain Ramos and alum mom, Vicky 

Berg.  Mothers joined the practices on Friday 

afternoons.  When partners were scarce, students 
used folding chairs as stand -ins.  

 

Following the Waltz, the cadets returned to campus 

for pizza while parents and other guests stayed for 

the dinner catered by the Anaheim White House and 
enjoyed dancing to the music of a live band.  

 

The Military Ball also honors men and women who 

are serving or have served in each of the branches of 

the armed services.  

 
The Military Ball was a great success!  Thanks to 

everyone who attended and supported St. 

Catherineõs and our cadets! 

Sister Christopher 
Celebrates 60th Jubilee 

S 
ister Christopher Miller, OP, 

celebrated her 60 th  Jubilee of 

religious profession in February.  
Family and friends joined Sister 

Christopher for a special Mass and 

reception.  Father Mel Jurisich, OFM, 

a former student, celebrated the Mass.  

  

During her 60 years as a Dominican 
Sister of Mission San Jose, Sister 

Christopher has served in many ways.  

She began as a teacher and school administrator 

before being appointed as an associate 

superintendent of schools in the Archdiocese of Los 
Angeles.  She later helped to found and become 

director of La Chiem, a clinic for victims of abuse.  

She spent 10 years in the Dominican Sistersõ 

convent in Altenhohenau, Germany where she was 

Prioress for six years.  She is now Prioress of St. 

Catherineõs Priory. Congratulations, Sister! 

Save The Date: 
Golf Tournament 

Monday, May 24, 2010  

12:00 Shotgun  

$150 per golfer  

 

Coyote Hills Golf Club, 
Fullerton  

St. Catherineõs Annual Golf Tournament 

Support tuition assistance at SCMA by participating 

in this yearõs golf tournament.  Help us fill the 
course!  Bring your friends!  

 

Not a golfer?  Not a problem.  

Join us for dinner or sponsor the event.  

 

Information and sign -up forms available online: 
http://www.stcatherinesmilitaryacademy.org/  
events/golf.aspx  
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Drill Time 

T 
he first military drill of the school year took 

place in December.  Regimental Commander, 

Cadet Major Roberto Orozco (now a Cadet Lt. 
Colonel), presented his regiment to faculty, parents, 

alumni, and friends of St. Catherineõs for the first 

time.  

 

The ceremonies also included a complete regimental 

march, a drill competition, a concert by the 
Marching Knights Band, and monthly reports.  

 

Special guests included local veterans, alumnus and 

former commandant Laurence Lundin (Class of 

1969), and even Santa Claus!  

Kindergarteners Study the 
Four Dominican Pillars 

K 
indergarten students at St. Catherineõs covered 
some advanced subject matter during religion 
class.  Recently they learned about the Dominican 

Sisters and their charism through a Catholic Schools 
Week project honoring the Sisters.   
 
Students learned about the Four Pillars of the Dominican 
Order ñPrayer, Study, Community and Ministry.  They 
then created òDominican Snow Sistersó using licorice, 
marshmallows, chocolate chips, and fruit roll -ups (for the 

veils).  Each òSnow Sisteró sat atop one of the Dominican 
Pillars.  Students chose which pillar they thought best 
represented each Sister.  

The Four Pillars 

Join Us for a 
St. Catherineôs Tradition! 

 

June Drill 
 

June 18, 2010 

10:30 a.m. 

SCMA Parade Field 



Hoop It Up  
 

 

Students participated in the annual Hoop It Up contest during 
Catholic Schools Week.  Students compete against their 

classmates to see who can score the most points in a minute.  
The winning student from each grade receives a medal.  

Founderõs Day 
 

 

Students celebrated Founderõs Day on February 8th  with a special 
Mass. Students carried artifacts from the schoolõs past, including 
a photograph of Mother Pia, who founded St. Catherineõs in 

1889, and a wooden bee. Legend has it that Mother Pia was on 
her way to sell St. Catherineõs when a swarm of bees flew by.  

Mother Pia saw the bees as a sign of good luck and returned to 
St. Catherineõs to go forth. 

Drill Competition  
 

 

The drill team and color guard participated in their first drill 
competition of the year on Saturday, January 16 th  at Katella 

High School.  Our cadets competed against local JROTC units 
with our drill team taking First Place for the third year in a row 

in the unarmed drill competition, junior high division.  

Civil Servants Day  
  

 

Students honored police officers, firefighters, and city officials 
during SCMAõs annual Civil Servants Day celebration.  Special 
guests this year included members of the Anaheim Police and 

Fire Departments, members of the Los Angeles Police 
Department, Council Member Rose Espinoza of La Habra, and 

Mayor Ron Garcia of Brea.  
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Iraqi School Kids  
 

 

Students from St. Catherineõs Military Academy were recognized 
for their contribution to the School Supplies for Iraqi Children  

campaign. Cadets collected about 300 school supplies, ranging 
from pencils and erasers to backpacks and electronics for the 

project, which they nicknamed òIraqi School Kids.ó 


