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Honor, Leadership, and Success Since 1889 
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See page 6 to find out what’s next for the Class of 2009. 

Fall Brunch 
 

September 27 
Call or go online for 

details! 
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St. Catherine’s Military Academy held its 19th Annu al Golf 
Tournament on Monday, May 11, 2009, at the Coyote H ills 
Golf Club in Fullerton. 

 

The event was  a great success!  
Golfers from all over southern 
California participated in the 
event, with some golfers 
traveling from as far away as 
Alaska to support St. 
Catherine’s. 

 

The tournament included many fun events, such as a 
putting contest and a hole-in-one contest for a 200 9 Lexus 
sponsored by Lexus of Cerritos.  The new Helicopter  Golf 
Ball Drop was also a big hit.  A helicopter dropped  a load 
of numbered golf balls onto the 18 th  hole, and the ball that 
landed closest to the hole won a cash prize. 

������	����	����	����������	
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A Taste of the Southwest  buffet dinner 
concluded the day.  Dinner included an awards 
ceremony, opportunity drawings, and a silent 
auction.  Mr. Steven Riboli, the tournament’s 
special guest honoree, and his wife Sindee 
Riboli were also honored at the dinner for their 
goodness to our school over the years. 

 

Thanks to Paul 
Kush and Mike Mogensen for 
their leadership in planning 
the tournament!  Additional 
thanks to the committee of 
volunteers who helped out the 
day of the event!  

 

Please visit http://www.stcatherinesmilitaryacademy .org/
events/golf.aspx  for more information on the tournament 
and to see the picture galley. 
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Leave Your Mark at St. Catherine’s 

St. Catherine’s is holding a special fundraising 
event as part of our 120th Birthday Celebration – 
Anniversary Walk! 

 

Anniversary Walk is located at the entrance to 
the administration building.  Alumni, staff, and 
friends of SCMA can engrave a special 
Anniversary Brick with the message of their 
choice.  By purchasing 
a brick, you will leave 
your mark at SCMA for 
generations to come.  
Best of all, proceeds 
from this fundraiser 
benefit St. Catherine’s 
Military Academy and 
our cadets. 

 

All those who make a gift of $500 or more will be 
honored with an Anniversary Brick, which 
contains three sections (see picture).  If you 
would like to receive a brick, you can send your 
gift in the enclosed envelope or go to our online 
giving page at: 
http://www.stcatherinesmilitaryacademy.org/ad
vancement/onlinegiving.aspx .  An order form will 
be mailed to you so that we can engrave the 
brick with your special message. 

We congratulate our Sister Mara 
Anne Palomares who celebrated 50 
years of Religious Profession this 
year!  Sister has served our 
Congregational school 
commitments as teacher, assistant 
principal and principal. 

 

Her love and faithfulness to 
hundreds and hundreds of 
students and families is 
incredible.  She always finds time 
to reach out and support and 
make a difference in the lives of 
others. 

 

May our good and gracious God continue 
to surround you in love, Sister, and 
bless you 
with many 
more years 
of loving 
service. 



�������

 ��	!��	�	�����	

If you went to elementary 
school in California, you 
probably remember 
studying the Missions in 
fourth grade.  Like so many 
students before them, St. 
Catherine’s cadets are 
carrying on this treasured 
golden state tradition. 

 

After learning about the Missions in the classroom, 
the fourth and fifth graders went on a field trip to see 
Mission San Juan Capistrano in person.  As a special 
treat, cadets were joined on their tour by SCMA 

alumnus, Fr. Michael Pontarelli, OSM, who is currently 
in residence at 
the Mission 
Basilica. 

 

The cadets 
enjoyed 
everything 
about the 
Mission, but 
their favorite 
part was the 
Basilica with 
its beautifully 
detailed “Grand Retablo.”   

 

While at the Mission, the cadets and their teacher took 
some time to pray for members of the St. Catherine’s 
Family.  

St. Catherine’s cadets participated in the 10th 
annual Jog-A-Thon to raise funds for the research o f 
Friedrich’s Ataxia, a rare neuro-genetic disorder, 
which currently has no treatment or cure.  Cadets 
raised over $1,200! 

 

Coach Greg Jones began organizing the Jog-A-Thon 
when Chelsea, a close friend of the SCMA Family, 
was diagnosed with Friedrich’s Ataxia at age 5.  No w 
16, Chelsea struggles with the disease but remains 
cheerful and loving because of her strong sense of 
hope. 

 

In the weeks leading up to the event, the cadets 
learned about Friedrich’s Ataxia in their classroom s, 
motivating them to run for this important cause.  
Cadets from kindergarten through eighth grade 
participated in the Jog-A-Thon. Even some Sisters, 
staff members, and parents joined in! 
 
There are no prizes or medals for the cadets in thi s 
venture, but a win for Chelsea and Friedrich’s Atax ia 
research! 
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Fourth grader Bernard Tran, participated in the 3 rd  Annual 
OC Parenting Spelling Bee at the OC Fairgrounds in April.  
Bernard survived eight of the eleven rounds to fini sh 18 th  
out of 60 spellers!  What’s even more impressive is  that 
Bernard, a fourth grader, was competing against mos tly 
fifth graders in the Bee. 

 

Bernard’s parents, teachers, and classmates were at  the 
Bee to cheer him on.  Mr. Yong, Bernard’s teacher, helped 
coach Bernard in the weeks leading up to the Bee.  “I 
wanted Bernard to have fun.  I told him it was a le arning 
experience.  He’s only in fourth grade so he can al ways 
participate again next year,” said Mr. Yong. 

 

If there had been a best-dressed award at the Bee, Bernard 
certainly would have won.  He chose to wear his SCM A 
alpha uniform.  Even though it was a hot day, Berna rd said 
he wanted to wear his full uniform because he was p roud to 
represent SCMA. 

 

Congratulations, Bernard!  We are very proud of you ! 

(Below) Eighth graders, Alfredo Krowel 
and Nickolas Terry, perform Abbott 
and Costello’s “Who’s On First” 
routine during the annual Speech 
Contest. (Left) Kindergartner, Andrew 
Rosario, took home first place in his 
grade. 

Fourth grader, Joshua Tortuga, 
practices for the June Piano Recital. 

Third grader, John Amoroso, proudly 
receives the green conduct cord at 
monthly reports. 

(Left) Drill 
commander, Leo 
Gomez, accepts 
the first place 
trophy at the 
JROTC Drill 
competition held 
at Katella High 
School. 

!����+	������	/����
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Seventh grader, 
Rickey Gilliland, 
takes part in the 
OC Challenge 
Course while third 
grader, Christian 
Barrientos, 
prepares an MRE 
(meal, ready to eat). 

Eighth grader, Francis 
Hand, explains his 
science project to 
Kindergartener, Skylar 
Thomas, and Sister 
Johnellen. 
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Alumni Updates 

 

Michael O’Bric (Class of 1949) has been 
awarded the Spirit of America Medal by the 

national Good Soldier Foundation for his work 
in retirement as a veterans advocate for: the 
homeless, post traumatic stress disordered, 

bomb explosion injured, and for Vietnam War 
and Desert Storm veterans dying from Agent 

Orange poisoning & chemical exposure.  

 

Dr. O’Bric had 3 careers: the Marine Corps 
during the Korean War, the Cuban Missile Crisis 

and with South Korean “Tiger” Marines during 
the Vietnam War; a School Superintendent for 

20 years in Orange & Los Angeles Counties; and 
an Associate Professor teaching in University 

Master’s and Doctoral programs. 

 

Chris Prelitz  (Class of 1970) published his first 
book: Green Made Easy: The Everyday Guide for 

Transitioning to a Green Lifestyle.  

 

Maj. Roland Miraco, US Army (Class of 1985) 
is currently on his second tour in Iraq, working 

at the Corps Headquarters.  Thanks to 
Facebook, he has reconnected with several 

SCMA alums. 

 

Sameer K. Berry (Class of 2002) recently 
graduated from Northeastern University in 
Boston with a major in Neuroscience and a 

minor in Finance.  He will be applying to 
medical school this summer.  He also started a 

charity - "Shanti Charities" - which teaches CPR 
and First Aid to those who cannot afford formal 
classes.  They have just certified their 1000th 

student!  

 

Matthew Jakubiec (Class of 2006) accepted a 
scholarship to the University of Arizona.  He will 

join the Wildcats football team as an offensive 
lineman in 2010. 

WE WANT YOUR NEWS!  

Send us updates about school, family, 
career, anything!   

 
Email:  

development@stcatherinesmilitaryacademy.org 
 

Mail: SCMA: Advancement 
215 N. Harbor Blvd. 
Anaheim, CA 92805 

��������	�
���
�������	�����
������������	


�

�������	�������������������	���	
����������

�����	���������	�
�������� !!"��
What are your post high school plans? 

 

Jonathan Aurite graduated with the Presidential Merit Award and 
received a scholarship from the Willow Glen High Sc hool 
Foundation.  He will study marine biology at UC San ta Cruz. 

Stephen Hill graduated with honors from New Mexico Military Inst itute.  
He will attend UC Riverside. 

Brian Ortiz will study mathematics at Cal State Fullerton. 

Christian Perez will attend Cal State Fullerton. 

Kevin Peters will study criminal justice at Gwinnett Technical C ollege. 

Steven Peters will study social work at Gainesville State College . 

Eduardo Gil Lamadrid Fernandez (‘06) will attend Hermosillo al 
Technológico de Monterrey. 

Alejandro Alarcon (Instituto Cumbres San Javier) 

Cristobal Alarcon (Colegio Salesiano Anahuac 
Chapalita) 

Kenechi Anigbogu (Sacred Heart Cathedral HS) 
Steve Arvizo (Salesian College Prep) 
Aaron Avalos (Mater Dei HS) 
Alejandro Covarrubias (TEC) 
Diego Cueva (Liceo del Valle) 
Hugo De Alba (Liceo del Valle) 
Axel Duran (La Serna HS) 
Luis Gomez (Colegio Campoverde) 
Leonardo Gomez (Pacifica HS) 
Francisco Gonzalez (Instituto Cumbres San 

Javier) 
Francis Hand (Servite HS) 
Harrison Hilburn-Brown (Servite HS) 
Kevin Jacobs (Mater Dei HS) 
Min Sung “Paul” Kim (Southwestern Academy) 
Paul Kim (Servite HS) 
Alfredo Krowel (Servite HS) 
Yoon-Ho “Tony” Lee (Servite HS) 
Christian Lyons (Mater Dei HS) 
Juan Carlos Martinez (Liceo del Valle) 

Alvaro Martinez (Instituto Cumbres San Javier) 
James Moon (Servite HS) 
Sean Murphy (Mater Dei HS) 
Andrew Olivo (New Mexico Military Institute) 
Joo Park (Maranatha HS) 
Juan Partida (Liceo del Valle) 
Andrew Porter (Damien HS) 
Salvador Pulido (Colegio Veracruz) 
Kain Robbins (Troy HS) 
Alvaro Robles (Instituto Cumbres San Javier) 
Ryan Rojo (La Serna HS) 
Fernando Romo (Colegio Miguel de Bolonia) 
Luis Ruiz 
Rodrigo Santoscoy (Liceo del Valle) 
Samuel Silverberg (St. Michael’s Prep) 
Ian Stokes (Servite HS) 
Seung Won “Daniel” Suh (Villanova Prep) 
Federico Tazbaz (Servite HS) 
Nickolas Terry (Servite HS) 
Jose Velazquez (Liceo del Valle) 
Santiago Vertiz (Instituto Cumbres San Javier) 
Jaime Villalobos (TEC) 
Hao Kai Xu (Miller School) 
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Jim Erickson, class of 
1946, dedicated 
a memorial rock to 
remember a special 
building on campus: the 
Cook House.  It has been 
placed in Mother Pia Park 
(Infirmary Lawn), where 
the Cook House was 
located in the 1940s. 

 
The Cook House was a small building located 
between the two large trees in Mother Pia Park.  
Food for the residents was prepared in the Cook 
House and then wheeled to the dining room in the 
basement.  Jim remembers eating mashed potatoes 
and lots of peanut butter. 
 
To dedicate this memorial rock, the Sisters and 
resident students joined Jim and his wife, Arlene, 
in the Mother Pia Park.  Jim shared his memories 
of the Cook House with the boys.  Sister Mary 
Albert, who also remembers the Cook House, then 

blessed the rock.  
 
Jim and Arlene joined 
the boys for dinner in 
the dining room.  
They were very 
impressed with the 
manners and 
friendliness of the 
cadets.  Jim and the 
current cadets 

compared stories about SCMA.  Although the Cook 
House is no longer there, many things have not 
changed at SCMA! 
 
Thanks to Jim for his generosity to SCMA and his 
presence as an alum! 

The ‘Cook House’ Remembered  
Jeremy Bermudez, class of 2007, 
completed his Eagle Project at St. 
Catherine’s. A Peace Pole, three 
handmade benches, and a fountain were 
dedicated on April 29, 2009, the feast day 
of Saint Catherine. 
 
A Peace Pole is a hand-crafted monument 
that displays the message and prayer, 
“May Peace Prevail on Earth,” on each of 
its sides, usually in different languages. 
There are more than 200,000 Peace Poles 
in 180 countries all over the world dedicated as mo numents to 
peace. They serve as constant reminders for us to v isualize and 
pray for world peace. 
 
The Peace Pole at St. Catherine’s proclaims the mes sage of peace 
in the four most prominent languages of the current  student 
body: English, Spanish, Korean, and Chinese. In the  special 
ceremony dedicating the peace pole, a St. Catherine ’s cadet read 
the message of peace in each of the four languages of the peace 
pole. The entire student body then joined hands, an d each cadet 
made a special prayer for peace in his native langu age. 
 
In order to meet the requirements for Eagle Scout, Jeremy 
planned, developed, and led this service project to  benefit St. 
Catherine’s. He managed over 50 volunteers includin g family 
members, friends, adults, and even students from St . Catherine’s. 
All together, the team put in over 300 volunteers h ours to benefit 
the school. 
 
To Jeremy, who graduated from 
St. Catherine’s in 2007, it only 
seemed appropriate that his 
Eagle Project benefit St. 
Catherine’s. SCMA’s leadership 
program helped prepare Jeremy 
for the leadership required to 
earn the Eagle Scout, Boy 
Scouting’s highest rank.  

Alumnus Completes Eagle Project at SCMA 

&����1	
This past school year, Brandon 
Berg (SCMA Class of 2006), 
finished his junior year at Servite 
High School with show-stopping 
accolades. As an active member of 
the Tri-School Theatre program, a 
collaborative theatre program of 
Servite, Cornelia Connelly, and 
Rosary High Schools, he was the 
recipient of various awards and 
recognitions for outstanding 
performances.  We are very proud 
of Brandon’s accomplishments 
and recognitions, as he competed 
with talented high school 
Thespians from many different 
cities. 

4th  Annual National Youth Theatre Awards  

· Outstanding Featured Actor in a Musical nomination - ����������	
�  

39th Annual MACY Awards (Music and Arts Commendation for Youth) 

· 2009 Outstanding Male Vocalist - ���������
	����������������� ���

· Highest Achievement Award - ���������
	�����������������
�

· Achievement Award- ����������	
�  

1st Annual JRAY Awards Ceremony (John Raitt Award for Youth)  
· Male Soloist Silver Medal Award - ���������
	�����������������
�  

· Featured Actor nomination - ���������
	�����������������
�  

CAPPIES (Critics & Awards Program for High School Theatre & Journalism) 

· Critics Choice for Featured Actor - �������������������	
�  

· Critics Choice for Featured Actor - ���������
	�����������������
�  

· Critics Choice for Male Soloist - ���������
	�����������������
�  

CETA AWARDS (California Educational Theatre Association)  

· Outstanding Performance - �������������������	
�  

Tri-School Theatre  

· 2009 Thespian of the Year Award  for Acting����

Brandon’s dedication and love of 
theater shines through in each of 
his performances.  He has worked 
hard developing his acting and 
singing skills since discovering his 
love of 
theatre in his 
freshman 
year.  We look 
forward to 
seeing him 
again on 
stage during 
his senior 
year at 
Servite.   

For tickets and information for the upcoming 2009-2 010 season, 
please log on to:  www.trischool.org  
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Fall Brunch  

 

September 27, 2009 

The Anaheim White House  

��������	
����������
��������	
����������
��������	
����������
��������	
����������
����
��

�������������������
��

�������
����������

���� ����
���!����
����"����

���������	
��

��

��

�����	���� �

�
����������	���

����
�������������
����
 �

�
�

���	 �	��!"#�$%!%�

�
�
��	��&����
�
��	��&����
�
��	��&����
�
��	��&���� ���

�
���	���
'(��
�
�	�	��

 

����
��	����������

March 20-21 

 2010 

SCMA Campus 
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