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What a joy it is for me to write to you as the 
administrator/principal of St. Catherine’s 

Academy!  Since 1889, St. Catherine’s has been
providing a high quality Catholic education for
boys in grades Kindergarten to Eighth Grade.
We are a prestigious, day/boarding academy with
an outstanding leadership program.  Each year,
our graduates are accepted to the finest college
prep high schools in the country.

We, the St. Catherine’s community, which includes 
all of our Dominican Sisters, our lay colleagues 
and Board of Directors, extend a warm welcome 
to each of you to visit our beautiful, 8-acre 
campus, located in sunny Southern California and 
two miles from Disneyland, and see our school in 
action!  Please call the school office if you would 
like a tour.

A premier Catholic education is the gift we offer 
to our cadets. We are proud to be the only day/
boarding academy with a military tradition for 
young men in grades K-8 in the country.  Our 
faculty, administration and military personnel 
instruct our boys in the honor of giving and 
receiving respect and courtesy, and how to 
develop personal leadership skills.  We want to 
provide more young men with this opportunity.  
It has always been our mission to focus on each 
of our students, offering them a spiritual and 

academic foundation that will enhance their lives 
and assist them as they make their contributions 
to the world community.  

We offer small class sizes, an outstanding sports 
curriculum, and individual and small class 
instructions in piano, guitar, and band.  Each 
of our classrooms is equipped with a Smart 
Board, which enables each teacher to use 
creative and interactive teaching methodologies 
with current technology.  As an international 
school, our English as a Second Language class 
is vital in helping our foreign students learn and 
then become more comfortable in their ease in 
speaking English. 

We encourage you to spread the good word about 
St. Catherine’s.  For more than a century we have 
educated and mentored young men.   We look 
forward to welcoming your son!

We pray God’s blessings on you!

With a loving and grateful heart,

Sister Johnellen Turner, OP
Administrator/Principal

              St. Catherine’s Academy

Dear FrienDs,
elcome to St. catherine’S academy!        W

What a joy it is for me to write to you as 
the president of St. Catherine’s Academy!  

Since 1889, St. Catherine’s has been providing 
a high quality Catholic education for boys in 
kindergarten through eighth grade.  We are 
a prestigious, day/boarding academy with an 
outstanding leadership program.  Each year, 
our graduates are accepted to the finest college 
prep high schools in the country.  Even more 
importantly, the values of faith, honor, and 
leadership learned at St. Catherine’s will last a 
lifetime.

We are proud to be the only Catholic school with 
a military tradition for young men in grades K-8 
in the country.  St. Catherine’s Academy is built 
on the Dominican Pillars of community, ministry, 
study, and prayer. Our faculty, administration, 
and military personnel guide students to become 
successful learners, to deepen their spirituality, 
to experience the joy of serving others, and to 
develop lasting character traits, such as honor, 
self-discipline, leadership, and respect for others.

We offer small class sizes, an outstanding 
sports program, and individual and small class 
instruction in piano, guitar, and band.  Each of 
our classrooms is equipped with a Smart Board, 

which enables each teacher to use creative and 
interactive teaching methodologies with current 
technology.  As an international school, our 
English-Language Learner class is vital in helping 
our foreign students learn and become more 
comfortable with the English language. 

The St. Catherine’s community, which includes 
our Dominican Sisters, lay colleagues, and board 
of directors, extends a warm invitation to each of 
you to visit our beautiful, 8-acre campus, located 
in sunny Southern California and two miles from 
Disneyland, to see our school in action.  Please 
call the school office to schedule a tour.  

We encourage you to spread the good word about 
St. Catherine’s Academy.  For more than a century 
we have educated and mentored young men.  We 
look forward to welcoming your son! 

We pray God’s blessings on you! 

With a loving and grateful heart, 
 

Sister Johnellen Turner, OP 
President 

St. Catherine’s Academy

Dear FrienDs,
Welcome to St. catherine’S academy!



ST. CATHERINE’S MAY BE THE RIGHT CHOICE IF 
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR A K-8 SCHOOL THAT:

u Builds youth of character, self-confi dence, 
     discipline, honor and integrity

u Provides a solid Spiritual foundation

u Maintains a structured, same-sex school 
     environment tailored to the unique needs 
     and learning style of boys 

u Emphasizes academic achievements and study    
     habits to prepare boys for a competitive, 
     college-prep high school 

u Offers one of the country’s few K-8 schools with    
     a military tradition and a formal leadership     
     development program for young men

u Enjoys a rich history and tradition:  
     St. Catherine’s has a 120+ year track record

IS THIS THE RIGHT DECISION?

Making the decision to enroll your son at St. Cath-
erine’s  Academy may well prove to be the turning
point in your son’s life.  Many alumni have comm-
ented that their experience at St. Catherine’s 
provided them with the most important life skills 
they possess.  

The timeless principles and philosophy that repre-
sent the foundation of a St. Catherine’s education, 
provide young men with an exceptional set of 
values and experiences that simply cannot be repli-
cated in a less structured, public environment. 

St. Catherine’s does one thing and we do it better 
than anyone: we educate boys.  We teach boys to 
be young men of honor and integrity.  We teach 
boys to be young men of faith and valor.  We teach 
boys to be young men who seek knowledge and 
stand for truth.

Extensive research continues to acknowledge the 
academic and emotional benefi ts of single-sex 
schools.  At St. Catherine’s, our boys fi nd it easier 
to concentrate in our structured environment: they 
are less distracted, they are more engaged in the 
learning process, and they are more likely to 
develop an appreciation for the arts and music.  

At St. Catherine’s, each boy’s spiritual development 
is as important as his academic growth.  

St. Catherine’s is proud to be the only Catholic 
K-8 school in the United States to have a military 
tradition.  Our Cadet Leadership Program is fully
integrated throughout the curriculum, establishing 
the foundation for our unique honor code which 
infl uences the interactions and choices of each boy.  
Our program is unique, and indeed, may be one 
of the few schools in the nation where this level of 
character and leadership development opportunity 
exists for boys and young men.

The confi dence and self-esteem developed while at 
St. Catherine’s prepares our students to excel at the 
college-prep high school of their choice, certain in 
their ability to succeed.  St. Catherine’s Academy.
It’s a great place to be a boy!

WHY CHOOSE ST. CATHERINE’S?
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St. Catherine’s may be the right choice if you are 
looking for a K-8 school that:

u Builds youth of character, self-confidence,   
 discipline, honor, and integrity

u Provides a solid spiritual foundation 

u Maintains a structured, same-sex school  
 environment tailored to the unique needs and  
 learning style of boys 

u Emphasizes academic achievements and study  
 habits to prepare boys for a competitive,  
 college-prep high school 

u Enjoys a rich history and tradition: St.  
 Catherine’s has a 120+ year track record

Is This The Right Decision?

Making the decision to enroll your son at St. 
Catherine’s Academy may well prove to be the 
turning point in his life.  Many alumni have 
commented that their experience at St. Catherine’s 
provided them with the most important life skills 
they possess. 

The timeless principles and philosophy that 
represent the foundation of a St. Catherine’s 
education provide young men with an exceptional 
set of values and experiences that simply cannot 
be duplicated in a less structured environment.  

St. Catherine’s Academy does one thing, and we 
do it better than anyone: we educate boys. We 
teach boys to be young men of honor and  

integrity.  We teach boys to be young men of faith 
and valor.  We teach boys to be young men who 
seek knowledge and stand for truth. 

Extensive research continues to acknowledge the 
academic and emotional benefits of single-sex 
schools.  At St. Catherine’s, our boys find it easier 
to concentrate in our structured environment: 
they are less distracted, they are more engaged in 
the learning process, and they are more likely to 
develop an appreciation for the arts and music.

At St. Catherine’s, each boy’s spiritual 
development is as important as his academic 
growth.  Our school program is built upon the 
Dominican Pillars of community, ministry, study, 
and prayer.  As a result, faith is at the center of all 
school activities.

St. Catherine’s Academy is proud to be the only 
Catholic K-8 school in the United States to have 
a military tradition.  Our Cadet Leadership 
Program is fully integrated throughout the 
curriculum, establishing the foundation for 
our unique honor code which influences the 
interactions and choices of each student.  Our 
program is unique, and indeed, is one of the few 
schools in the nation where this level of character 
and leadership development opportunity exists for 
boys and young men. 

The confidence and self-esteem developed while at 
St. Catherine’s prepare our students to excel at the 
college-prep high school of their choice, certain in 
their ability to succeed.  St. Catherine’s Academy.  
It’s a great place to be a boy!

98606_St_Catherines_r2.indd   4 9/18/12   10:58 AM

St.Catheri



SPIRITUAL LIFE
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St. Catherine’s Academy strives to nurture in 
each student an awareness of God and a sense 

of moral responsibility.  We welcome boys of all 
faith traditions and respect the religious beliefs 
of all members of our school community while 
remaining faithful to our Catholic roots.  

Founded by the Dominican Sisters of Mission San 
Jose, St. Catherine’s Academy integrates within 
its mission and culture the Dominican Pillars of 
community, ministry, study, and prayer. 

The close ties and sense of brotherhood that bind 
both our resident and day students together form 
the community life at St. Catherine’s.  In addition 
to learning and playing together, students worship 
together at our weekly school liturgies, putting 
that time aside to join their voices in common 
prayer. 

We believe that the spiritual growth of our 
students gives additional meaning and balance to 
their intellectual and physical endeavors. 

Our school philosophy recognizes an integration 
of the Dominican principles of truth and service 
with our military tradition.  Through this 
integration, virtues of truth, honor, selflessness, 
and camaraderie become essential parts of our 
school community.  In faithfulness to our mission 
to foster the Christian development of young men, 
the religious experiences are practical, logical, and 
oriented to male spirituality.  There is a strong 
emphasis on liturgical formation, providing 
service, and belief in the power of prayer.  

Our faculty is attentive to the spiritual needs of 
the boys.  The opportunity to present religion in 
a single-sex learning environment is unique and 
important.  Teachers focus on topics that engage 
the spiritual imaginations and the hearts of young 
men. 
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ACADEMICS
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We are recognized for developing outstanding 
graduates who are well prepared for the demands, 
rigors, and competitive environment they will face 
when they leave St. Catherine’s to enter a premier 
college-prep high school.  

Through its academic program, St. Catherine’s 
Academy endeavors to instill in each boy a 
sound understanding of the fundamentals and to 
strengthen each boy as an active learner.  

We deliberately keep our class sizes small, and 
we believe strongly in the benefits of a single-
sex school environment.  We work diligently to 
foster a sincere interest and desire to learn, and 
we encourage the natural curiosity of boys by 
maintaining a small class size in order to provide 
more opportunities for active participation, 
interaction, and hands-on learning experiences.  
With a low student to faculty ratio, there is 
ample opportunity for extra help, guidance, and 
personal tutoring. 

In our science curriculum, students receive a 
solid foundation of basic concepts of life, earth, 
and physical sciences.  They are empowered 
to investigate their environment and to make 
informed decisions on issues.  They develop an 
understanding of the relationship between science, 
technology, and society.

In mathematics, students are expected to reason 
about outcomes and to think critically about 
problem solving.  

Through language arts and social studies, our 
students learn to communicate effectively through 
the use of proper vocabulary, critical thinking, 
and writing skills.  Students learn to share with 
each other and their teachers through creative 
writing, role playing, drama, and other projects. 

In each academic discipline, our faculty 
incorporates St. Catherine’s School-Wide Learning 
Expectations (SLE) into their lesson planning.  
These SLEs, which are based on the Dominican 
Pillars, form the backdrop from which we begin 
to develop boys into accomplished young men: 

A cadet of St. Catherine’s Academy is…

u A young man who embraces prayer as he lives  
 a life of faith; 

u A young man who lives community based on  
 the leadership virtues supported by the  
 military tradition; 

u A young man who commits to study, to learn,  
 and grow in wisdom;

u A young man who is willing to serve others  
 through ministry.

St. Catherine’s Academy is accredited by the 
Western Catholic Education Association and 
the Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
and is a member of the Association of Military 
Colleges and Schools. 
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“A CADET WILL NOT LIE, CHEAT, STEAL, DISRESPECT 
OTHERS OR TOLERATE THOSE THAT DO.”  

        ST. CATHERINE’S ACADEMY HONOR CODE. 

MILITARY TRADITION

St.Catherine’sSt.Catherine’s

Our timeless traditions are steeped in the 
unwavering principles of honor, leadership, 
character, and personal responsibility.  As young 
men at St. Catherine’s Academy, students are 
exposed to military traditions with exceptional 
male role models, all former military officers, who 
exhibit pride and professionalism – truly the finest 
our country has to offer. 

Boys wear uniforms unique to St. Catherine’s and 
are instructed in basic military drill.  Based on 
a proven system of rewards and consequences, 
boys quickly learn to take personal responsibility 
for their actions and choices.  In the presence of 
parents, teachers, and peers, a monthly ceremony 
is held where the boys are formally recognized for 
their achievements and any rank advancement. 

Overcoming obstacles and challenges, planning, 
coordinating, following directions, working on 
a team, leading others – these are but a few of 
the important life-skills that are developed in our 
young men through their participation in our 
military program. 

Daily enforcement of our written honor code 
ensures that the highest ethical and moral 
standards of behavior are maintained at all times.  
Any student who has violated the code is expected 
to report his offense to a member of student 
leadership staff or to our faculty.  Any student 
who has knowledge of a violation is expected 
to speak to the offender and ask him to report 
himself. 

The self-discipline, focus, problem solving, 
and leadership skills developed through the 
military program provide each boy with an 
unparalleled competitive advantage that will 
serve him well throughout his high school years, 
college, and adulthood.  The military tradition 
at St. Catherine’s has produced young men of 
exceptional character, commitment, self-discipline, 
and uncompromising moral bearing. 

The next generation of morally grounded and 
truly effective leaders can be found today on the 
campus of St. Catherine’s Academy. 
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“a St. catherine’S cadet Will tell the truth, do hiS oWn Work, 
reSpect otherS’ property and retain their truSt, reSpect all 

other people, and encourage otherS to act Similarly.” 
- st. Catherine’s academy Honor Code
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ARTS & TECHNOLOGY

“IT IS THE SUPREME ART OF THE TEACHER, TO AWAKEN JOY 
IN CREATIVE EXPRESSION AND KNOWLEDGE.”    

- ALBERT EINSTEIN
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St. Catherine’s art and technology departments 
are focused on providing students with creative 
avenues of expression by incorporating art and 
theory into the classroom and our technology 
learning lab and through offsite field trips.  
Students enjoy a variety of rich learning and 
confidence-building experiences incorporating 
projects, media, music, and self-expression in the 
performing arts.  All students are encouraged to 
take part in the performing arts by participating 
in various events such as our school productions 
and music programs.  

Students are provided numerous opportunities 
to develop an appreciation for the visual arts 
through field trips to museums and other cultural 
venues and experiences.  St. Catherine’s Academy 
is located near cultural centers such as the Orange 
County Performing Arts Center, the Laguna Art 
Colony, the Bowers Museum, the Discovery 
Museum, the Aquarium of the Pacific, the Natural 
History Museum of Los Angeles County, the Walt 
Disney Concert Hall, and the world famous J Paul 
Getty Museum.  

Our outstanding music department provides for 
classroom instruction in music theory, music 
history, and musical experiences.  St. Catherine’s 
Academy boasts an exceptional reputation for its 

marching band.  Both beginning and advanced 
students are welcome to participate as members of 
the school’s marching band where they will learn 
about a variety of instruments as well as marching 
drills.  Small group guitar classes and private 
piano lessons are also offered.  St. Catherine’s is 
fortunate to have one of the largest collections of 
pianos of any local school; boys have no less than 
fifteen pianos for their choosing.  

Technology continues to evolve and grow.  As 
a school, we are committed to reflecting this in 
our educational program. Our state-of-the-art 
technology learning lab is fully-equipped with 
desktop computers, all of which are networked 
and online.  In addition to learning keyboarding 
and study skills, our students, beginning in 
kindergarten, develop competency in the full suite 
of Microsoft Office programs (Word, Excel, and 
Power Point) most commonly required in college-
prep high school classes.

Each of our classrooms is equipped with a Smart 
Board, which enables each teacher to use creative 
and interactive teaching methodologies with 
current technology.  Teachers also incorporate 
personal computers into lessons using our 
traveling laptop cart and technology learning lab.
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
& SPORTS
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St. Catherine’s Academy recognizes the 
important role of athletics in the development 

of a well-rounded young man.  Therefore, our 
physical education program seeks to develop skills 
and capabilities that will reach far beyond the 
athletic field.  

Important life lessons in teamwork, character, 
following directions, competitive spirit, and 
perseverance are but a few of the tenets of the 
philosophy that guide our athletic program. 

Our beautiful 8-acre campus includes well-
maintained fields, an indoor swimming pool, 
basketball courts, an obstacle course, and an 
indoor gymnasium.  St. Catherine’s is the most 
desirable location and frequent host to league 
playoff games. 

A wide variety of sports offered through our 
athletic department provides students with 
numerous opportunities to develop coordination 
and good sportsmanship.  Those boys who 
are interested in competing on the school’s 
competitive sports teams will come to enjoy 
the benefits of a winning tradition of excellent 
coaching and a rich history of playoff success.  

St. Catherine’s teams are frequently in the 
winner’s circle among our league schools due 
to our dedicated and highly-motivated coaches 
with a philosophy that encourages teamwork, 
fairness, positive attitude, hard work, and a 
competitive spirit.  Sports should be fun, and they 
are; however, we also teach boys to compete and 
instill in them an innate desire to win.  Yet even if 
the scoreboard indicates that they were less than 
victorious, we expect our athletes to demonstrate 
good sportsmanship and discipline, to maintain 
their bearing, and to carry themselves as winners. 

Good health habits, personal discipline, and 
perseverance are hallmarks of our physical 
education program.  Students participate in the 
President’s Physical Fitness Challenge in addition 
to the opportunity to try-out for our various 
sports teams. 

Whether on the playgrounds, during military 
drills, or on the fields during competitive sporting 
events, St. Catherine’s Academy provides a 
structured program that seeks to develop a 
lifelong interest in fitness while instilling the 
drive to succeed through perseverance and by 
overcoming obstacles. 
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“BOARDING IS AN EDUCATION IN AND OF ITSELF”   
- THE BOARDING SCHOOL REVIEW

RESIDENT LIFE & BOARDING
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Living in a boarding school community can 
provide a texture and depth to the educational 

experience that goes far beyond the classroom 
environment. 

To be clear, living away from home isn’t always 
easy; not for the boy or his parents.  Even with 
plenty of faculty and staff to support your 
son, he will still need to accept more personal 
responsibility than he may have experienced in 
the traditional home environment.  This extra 
responsibility can lead to a rapid development 
in maturity and self-confidence and much better 
preparedness for the rigors of high school and 
college. 

In our residential program, boys from across the 
United States and from around the world come 
together to form a close-knit community.  Here 
they are encouraged to try new experiences, have 
fun building new friendships, get to know the 
faculty and staff on a deeper level, and be proud 
to be a part of St. Catherine’s Academy’s vibrant 
residential life. The friendships formed at St. 
Catherine’s truly last a lifetime. 

On weekends, resident students enjoy planned 
activities and off-campus outings such as 
attending professional sporting events at the many 
local stadiums, visiting museums, going to theme 
parks like Disneyland and Knott’s Berry Farm, ice 
skating, boating, and more. 

St. Catherine’s Academy also offers a five-day 
resident program in which students stay on 
campus from Sunday evening through Friday 
afternoon.  The five-day resident program 
allows students to experience the advantages of 
residential life – structure, responsibility, and 
camaraderie – while leaving weekends free for 
quality family time.

Each of our four dorms has a unique personality 
and décor.  Aside from the sleeping quarters, each 
dorm has its own common area for lounging, 
television viewing, playing games, or just talking.  
Each dorm is supervised by a Resident Care 
Provider who lives in the dorm with the boys.  In 
addition to careful supervision, each Resident 
Care Provider provides nurturing and guidance.  
A registered nurse also resides on campus and is 
available 24 hours a day in our fully equipped 
infirmary. 
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       SINCE ITS FOUNDING IN 1889, ST. CATHERINE’S ACADEMY HAS 
BEEN OWNED AND ADMINISTERED BY THE DOMINICAN SISTERS OF MISSION 

SAN JOSE.  THE ACADEMY IS GOVERNED BY THE DOMINICAN ORDER 
AS WELL AS THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

ADMINISTRATION & FACULTY
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St. Catherine’s Academy is committed to 
providing the highest quality academic 

environment for its students.  Our faculty 
members are fully credentialed by the State of 
California and demonstrate both mastery and 
passion for their subject area.  As we teach our 
boys to be lifelong learners, our faculty models 
this value by continually pursuing their own 
professional development.  

The staff and faculty of St. Catherine’s Academy, 
sharing in the educational mission of the Church, 
strive to promote learning in all the facets of the 
school experience.  Students of various cultures 
and faith traditions live, learn, and play together 
in a cooperative environment, which fosters 
mutual respect.  Through their experiences at 
St. Catherine’s, they are challenged to promote 
understanding, peace, and justice among all 
people.

Admissions

St. Catherine’s Academy is an independent 
Catholic boys’ school with a military leadership 
development program.  The successful applicant 
will be a young man who demonstrates a desire to 
achieve to his fullest potential, who has untapped 
potential leadership skills, and is looking towards 
entering a college preparatory high school. 

St. Catherine’s is located in the heart of Orange 
County, California and is the oldest Catholic 
school in the Diocese of Orange.  Housed on 
a beautiful, safe and secure 8-acre campus, St. 
Catherine’s Academy is home to boys from across 
the United States as well as the world, including 
parts of Asia, Europe, South America, and 
Mexico.
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Since its Founding in 1889, St. Catherine’s Academy has been 
owned and administered by the Dominican Sisters of Mission 
San Jose.  The Academy is governed by The Dominican Sisters 

as well as A Board Of Directors.

  

MISSION & PHILOSOPHY
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St. Catherine’s Academy, a Catholic school with 
a military tradition, builds within young men 

a foundation for success through a formation 
program, which is rooted in the Dominican 
charism and emphasizes faith, leadership, 
academics, and service.

School-wide learning 
expectations

A cadet of St. Catherine’s Academy is... 

• A young man who embraces prayer as he 
 lives a life of faith;  
• A young man who lives community based on  
 leadership virtues supported by the military 
 tradition;  
• A young man who commits to study, to learn, 
 and grow in wisdom;  
• A young man who is willing to serve others 
 through ministry.

St. Catherine’s Academy, a Catholic resident/day 
school for boys in kindergarten through eighth 

grade, builds within young men a faith-filled 
foundation for success, rooted in the Dominican 
pillars of prayer, study, community, and ministry. 
On the foundation of these pillars, we along 
with parents, the primary educators, strive to 
form well-rounded cadets who are aware of the 
importance of faith in all aspects of their lives.

Through opportunities for prayer, community 
worship, and religious instruction, students are 
taught that prayer is a significant part of everyday 
life and a means of growing in their personal 
relationship with God. In the belief that study 
helps students better understand God’s truth, 
academics are based on curriculum standards and 
gospel values that will create a foundation for 
lifelong learning. St. Catherine’s Academy works 
to recognize the God-given talents of each student. 
The academic, military, and resident programs 
teach cadets the importance of community and 
how to relate to others as leaders and team 
members responsible for the success of one 
another. The importance and joy of ministry to 
others is inspired through opportunities for service 
to the local and global community.

Mission Philosophy
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St.Ca St.CaCATHERINE’S

is a resident and day Catholic 

School for boys in Kindergarten 

through Eighth grade.  

St. Catherine’s was established in 

1889 by the Dominican Sisters 

of Mission San Jose.  Their 

continued commitment is to 

offer young boys a challenging 

education program while 

fostering leadership and 

high moral values.

      Admission to St. Catherine’s Academy is by invitation only.  We reserve the right to evaluate each student on an 
individual basis and to invite students based on the criteria established by St. Catherine’s Admissions Committee.

Director of Admissions
St. Catherine’s Academy
215 North Harbor Blvd.
Anaheim, CA 92805

(714) 772-1363
(714) 772-3004 FAX

            www.stcatherinesacademy.org
            admissions@stcatherinesacademy.org

For Additional Information, please contact:

         St. Catherine’s Academy St. Catherine’S aCademy  

iS a reSident and day CatholiC 

SChool for boyS in kindergarten 

through eighth grade.   

St. Catherine’S waS eStabliShed in 

1889 by the dominiCan SiSterS  

of miSSion San JoSe.  their  

Continued Commitment iS to  

offer StudentS a Challenging 

aCademiC program while  

foStering leaderShip and  

high moral valueS.
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